Kyle Bass isn't simply a hedge fund manager. He is CIA and was up to his neck in the Boston Marathon bombing.

http://www.informationclearinghouse.info/article34798.htm

 …you used to be able to access Craft International's personnel on their website before the page was recently removed. Amost all of them listed ex Navy Seal or ex Special forces as a resume. Bass has a fortress in a rural area Southeast of Dallas that is guarded constantly by a goodly number of ex Navy Seals and ex Special Forces personnel, almost assuredly the same, once headed by the late Chris Kyle, the author of "American Sniper". Kyle was listed as the founder of Craft. There is also no one operating out of the Craft office in the building also housing Hayman Capital. They actually operate out of the Bass fortress where they do double duty as Bass security and little side jobs on the side. Security at the Boston Marathon finish was one of those side jobs. Fortunately since it was near the finish line there was lots and lots of photos and videos of what happened both during and after the bomb went off and those have been posted all over the internet included the backpack containing the exploded pressure cooker. Of course those videos and photos at the scene at proved a false flag media propaganda event with CIA all over it and also which guy was wearing the backpack that blew up. Guess who that was? It wasn't the Tsarneav brothers who still had their backpacks on after the backpack was detonated. Now there was a second bomb that went off a number of blocks away but there weren't a lot of videos and photos of that scene so it isn't so easy to figure that one out.

Two Degrees of Separation:
Tsarnaev Brothers Had a CIA Connection

By Dave Lindorff

May 03, 2013 "Information Clearing House" -"This Can't Be Happening!" Let’s do a little exercise. Forget nationalities and identities for a moment.
Imagine you are a police detective investigating a horrific bombing in your city -- one in which several people were killed and hundreds were injured. You have a captured suspect whom you are sure was one of the bombers, and another was killed in a shootout, but both are young and not very sophisticated.
They might have acted alone, of course, but knowing how these things work, you are also looking for leads to try to determine who else might have been involved, and especially who might have been behind the incident.
As it happens, your two suspects are immigrants. They were brought to your country at a young age by parents who were refugees seeking asylum from from a region of the world riven by civil war, brutal repression by a larger power, and that was a breeding ground for terrorists who had been known to have launched terrible attacks against civilians, including schools and full movie theaters in that larger power.
Now supposing you discovered that the national intelligence agency of a rival nation to that larger power had actually provided support to the terrorists that were attacking it, and that, moreover, the two young men who were your suspects were related to an uncle who had for three years been married to the daughter of a top member of that intelligence agency -- the latter a man who had had a long history of active involvement in that agency’s major covert operations.
Wouldn’t you be deeply suspicious about the nature of the connections between the two young men and this intelligence agency? Of course you would!
Well, let’s put some names to this scenario.
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The troubled region in question is Chechnya, a region of the former Soviet Union which sought independence from Russia after the collapse of the USSR. The Russian state crushed that secession effort with incredible violence, but found itself still fighting a long and vicious guerrilla conflict against Chechen fighters who didn’t hesitate to take their battle to the Russian heartland in the form of terror strikes. The Chechen guerrillas were supported by the CIA as the US adopted a covert policy of backing efforts by former regions of the old USSR to break free of Russia.
Just as the US long covertly supported terrorist actions by right-wing Cuban groups inside Cuba, and as it currently supports terrorist activities inside another rival state, Iran, by a terrorist organization called MEK (for People's Mujahedin of Iran or the Mojahedin-e-Khalq), it has also supported the guerrillas in Chechnya. This explains why former federal prosecutor and arch neocon Republican Rudy Guiliani found himself sputtering in disbelief in a CBS interview a few days after the Boston Marathon bombing as it became evident that the suspected Boston bombers were two young Chechens.
As former FBI official Coleen Rowley observes, “I almost choked on my coffee listening to neoconservative Rudy Giuliani pompously claim on national TV that he was surprised about any Chechens being responsible for the Boston Marathon bombings because he’s never seen any indication that Chechen extremists harbored animosity toward the U.S.; Guiliani thought they were only focused on Russia.”
She said, “Giuliani knows full well how the Chechen ‘terrorists’ proved useful to the U.S. in keeping pressure on the Russians, much as the Afghan mujahedeen were used in the anti-Soviet war in Afghanistan from 1980 to 1989. In fact, many neocons signed up as Chechnya’s ‘friends,’ including former CIA Director James Woolsey.”
Now it turns out that the two young men suspected of having placed the exploding pressure-cooker bombs at the finish line of the marathon, the slain Tamerlan Tsarnaev, 26, and his imprisoned younger brother, Dzhokhar Tsarnaev, 19, have an uncle, Ruslan Tsarni (he changed his name from Tsarnaev after immigrating to the US), who was until 1999 married to Samantha Ankara Fuller, daughter of a high-ranking CIA operations officer named Graham Fuller. (Fuller, who has called any suggestion of links between his former son-in-law and the CIA “absurd” retired from the Agency and went to work with the Rand Corp., where he focused on the Middle East.).
Fuller, reportedly at one time a CIA station chief in Kabul, Afghanistan, also worked over the years as an operations officer in such intelligence hotspots as Turkey, Lebanon, Saudi Arabia and Yemen, as well as Hong Kong.
Uncle Ruslan at one point during his marriage to Fuller’s daughter, was running a curious organization called the Congress of Chechen International Organizations which listed as its address Fuller’s home in Rockville, MD, a Washington DC suburb. (The CCIO ostensibly provided charity aid to Chechnya, though the true nature of that "aid" was probably something else.) Tsarni, in the organization’s Maryland registration document, listed its activity very generically (and uninformatively) as “ordinary business.” It appears that Ruslan Tsarni also, during the 1990s, reportedly worked as a consultant in Kazakhstan, another former Soviet republic, for US AID, an organization that has often served to provide cover for CIA operatives.
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Now I know that the world is full of coincidences, but then this is no matter of six degrees of separation. This “coincidence” puts the two Tsarnaev brothers at just two degrees of separation from the CIA household of Graham Fuller.
Going back to our imaginary police detective, I should think this would have to raise suspicions about links between the Tsarnaev brothers and the CIA.
The most charitable theory, to me, would be that this Boston bombing may have been a particularly nasty example of blowback. Certainly there is reason to look carefully at the possibility of some US effort having been made to recruit at least Tamerlan, the older Tsarnaev brother, to work against Russia -- an effort that might then have backfired if he later turned against his American “handlers” for some reason, such as, perhaps, the ant-immigrant policy of the Golden Gloves organization which suddenly changed its rules about allowing legal immigrants to participate in the boxing contest, preventing him from having a second shot at the national title, or the INS, which blocked his efforts to obtain citizenship over an arrest (no conviction) for once allegedly slapping his girlfriend.
There are, of course, also darker possibilities, which an honest and thorough investigator would want to follow. A key would be knowing what if any contacts there were between either of the Tsarnaev brothers and the CIA.
As I have written earlier, [also reproduced below] there remains the bizarre presence at the marathon finish line, before and after the bombing, of men who appear to have been working for the Texas-based private mercenary firm Craft International.
US mercenary firms like Xe (formerly Blackwater) and Craft International have a close and incestuous relationship to the CIA. Such organizations tend to recruit their personnel from the ranks of US and foreign special forces units, which both tend to have close links to the CIA. Craft International, in particular, which was founded in 2009 by the late US Navy SEAL unit member Chris Kyle, reportedly has a number of SEAL veterans in its ranks. The CIA has increasingly relied on Navy SEALs for its covert special operations actions, most notably the assault in Pakistan on the hideout of Osama Bin Laden.
While the CIA is not supposed to engage in covert activities within the United States, its tight relationship with a para-military organization like Craft International means that the [CI] Agency could do the same thing indirectly by relying on a private contractor like Craft, which would not face the same legal restrictions. Indeed, for all we know, Craft could be simply a dummy CIA front, like Air America was during the Vietnam War era. In that regard, it is interesting that the address listed for Craft International in a Business Week listing (2101 Cedar Springs Rd., Suite 1400, Dallas, TX), is the same address given for at least four other businesses, including Hayman Capital Management, LLC, a hedgefund firm headed by a J. Kyle Bass, Japan Macro Opportunities Off-Shore Partners, a Cayman Islands-incorporated firm, a Bruce Davis, listed as “registered agent” for a firm called Solidus Bancshares, Inc., and HW GP, LLC, business unclear -- suggesting that the location may be more of a “drop-box” kind of office than a functional business operation address. That would point to the possibility of a dummy corporation or front company.
I don’t have any specific information that would allow me to suggest that the CIA had anything to do with the Boston bombing. I cannot say the same thing about Craft International, however. Certainly there is some very troubling evidence in photos, visible on our site, showing some disturbing similarities between the markings on an exploded backpack which the FBI says contained one of the two pressure-cooker bombs and the backpacks being worn by the Craft International personnel photographed at the marathon finish line.
Our hypothetical police investigator would certainly want to look into these potential connections, as well as the suggestion of a possible link between the Tsarnaev brothers and their CIA-linked Uncle Ruslan. A good start would be to check into Uncle Ruslan’s actual historical relationship with his two nephews. Ruslan Tsarni was quick to go to the media to denounce his young kinsmen as “losers” who had “brought shame” on all Chechens, and to try and separate himself from them. But he was not always so deprecating of the children of his own brother, Anzar Tsarnaev (who is in Dagestan, where he vigorously denies his children’s guilt). In fact, Tsarni himself says it was Tamerlan’s relatively recent reported turn to Islam which led him to cut himself off from his nephew. What their relationship was prior to that is not clear and certainly bears scrutiny.
Not that I’m expecting some detective to look into all this.
The FBI, for its part, cannot be trusted here. It’s quite possible, after all, that at least Tamerlan Tsarnaev was set up by a Bureau provocateur in a plot that was meant, like many before it, to be “disrupted” by the FBI but that spiraled out of control (or got taken in a new direction by another agency?). And the Boston Police, meanwhile, have been so wrapped up in their exciting manhunt, and their “lockdown” of an entire city, that they are unlikely to want to ask probing questions about why this bombing happened. They're too busy basking in uncritical applause from local Bostonians.
As for Dzhokhar Tsarnaev, he has already endured an unconstitutional 16-hour interrogation by the FBI’s crack interrogation team, the so-called High Value Detainee Interrogation Group, all of it conducted while he was hospitalized in serious condition, sedated and chained to his bed, and despite having his repeated requests for an attorney blatantly denied. He has now furthermore been arraigned for the capital crime of terrorism with a “weapon of mass destruction” for his alleged role in the bombing. Given all this, he is unlikely to tell his real story, at least for public consumption. More likely, he and his legal team will prefer to try and cut some kind of a deal, saying in open court whatever is demanded by prosecutors, in order to have the death penalty taken off the table.
So we’re left to wonder: why would two intelligent and talented young men with no particular grievances against the United States or the Americans among whom they lived much or most of their lives, have decided to blow up and kill and maim a bunch of mostly young people like themselves in an event that had no political significance?
There are leaked reports that Dzhokhar, during his FBI interrogation, said he and his brother had been “angry with the US about the Iraq and Afghan wars,” but even if he really did say what the FBI is leaking that he said, there has been nothing reported about their prior histories suggesting that either brother had been particularly exercised about those two actions -- no reports for example that Dzhokhar or Tamerlan had ever participated in even one of the anti-war demonstrations which have been commonplace in liberal Boston, or attended the Occupy actions in that city. In fact, if anything, Tamerlan, allegedly the dominant figure of the pair, to the extent that he had been political at all, had seemingly been more focused on the suffering of his native Chechens and fellow Muslims in Russia, which would make an attack on the US a peculiar turn indeed.
Look, I said before I’m not a conspiracy theory fan, and maybe this bombing in Boston was just a case of two angry young brothers who flipped out, egged each other on, and decided to go out with a bang. But it would be naive and irresponsible not to make note of these bizarre links, through their Uncle Ruslan Tsarni, of the Tsarnaev brothers to the CIA, and of the apparent presence of the Craft International personnel at the marathon finish line, not to mention the uncanny similarity in attire between Tamerlan Tsarnaev and the Craft mercenaries at the marathon bombing scene. (Besides, my late father, a retired electrical engineer and a Jungian analyst, used to say that many seeming coincidences are actually synchronicities, and can have much more meaning than simply being a highly improbable accident.) Also begging an answer is the question of where the two brothers, neither of whom had obvious access to wealth, got the money to spend on fancy clothes or, in the case of Tamerlan (who with his wife and small daughter, on the basis of his publicly available information, qualified until this year for welfare assistance), owned a late model Mercedes-Benz sedan.
These issues demand our attention because our increasingly national security obsessed government has been using each tragedy like this to further curtail our freedoms. We have to pay attention all the more because none of this is being investigated or even reported on at all by the corporate media, which seem content to just report on official statements and leaks and call it a day's work well done.
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VoxFoxMay 5, 2013
I wonder who in the media will be taking on the role of Amerika's Goebels when the Nazis finally surface in Washington?
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rubies1111May 3, 2013
If indeed that was Tamerlan Tsaernaev being put, stark naked, into the back of a police car and CNN reporting that the police had the first suspect, "in custody," we know that he did not die in a firefight with police (duh). And, if there was even an actual firefight between the brothers and the police, where's the footage from police dashcams? Then there was that 7-11 robbery that the bros. DID NOT commit, after all. There are too many holes in this story and the pressitute media is burying its own reports down the insta-memory hole. 
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broandrew1May 3, 2013
What is the most obvious observation at the Aurora shooting, Sandy Hook School massacre and the Boston Marathon bombing, is that they always have well staffed police/military drills going on at the same time, same area, same actors. So we can now expect this same scenario at the next terror attack on US soil. Turning on your own people? Time to consider Jesus as your Lord and Savior, we on a sinking pirate ship.
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Damian_MannMay 3, 2013
No evidence of Clark being there. Is there? Where does that come from?
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BeanballMay 3, 2013
@Damian_Mann There are many videos of the Craft personnel which I have personally seen. The boards at 4chan were posting stills with circle and arrows all night immediately after the bombing and questions were raised about the Craft personnel, who were ID'd by their corporate gear (breast patches and ball caps).
4chan purges its boards within 24 hours, so no links, but there are probably similar images on Reddit, which archives and thus the threads are searchable.
Both Reddit and 4chan independently and positively zeroed in on the suspects well before the FBI or police, but could provide no real names for their suspects.
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The CIA should never have been formed and probably should be disbanded now.These people have much more power than some elected officials and most of the time  are busy playing spy v spy.
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VoxFoxMay 5, 2013
@jalli87583 That was what JFK was planning but Dulles & the UberRich got rid of him first.
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terribleteensMay 3, 2013
Sheeple call political dissidents "conspiracy theorists" in the same way that racists call people of color "n***ers". Let's stop being so afraid of that, OK, Dave? The "conspiracy theorists" make a lot more sense regarding the Boston bombing than people who are desperately trying to fit the round peg of the Tsarnaev brothers into the square hole of fingering them as the culprits. IMHO they're nothing more than a couple of Lee Harvey Oswalds, if they're even that.
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FitzhenrymacMay 3, 2013
@terribleteens I would hardly call the usual run of conspiracy theorists on this site political dissidents except in the original Russian sense of American influenced and paid underminers of communism.
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MahboobKhanMay 2, 2013
Yes, I agree.  A fair and honest investigation will be in the best interest of the USA and the world.  May God bless this earth.
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PhilbyAloisMay 2, 2013
@MahboobKhan Which planet are you from? Honest and fair investigation in the US of A? Enjoy whatever it is that you are smoking.
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MahboobKhanMay 3, 2013
@PhilbyAlois @MahboobKhan Ha ha.  But if the mankind is ever going to make it to the Doomsday on schedule set forth by our God, it will be on the basis of Justice and Rule of Law.  The humanity lacks this now and this lacking of Justice and Rule of Law will expedite our spaceship to collide with an unseen iceburg or a mega astroid!
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OK, get real, the younger brother's Islamic jihadism upset the Arabic moderate, mainstream Muslims he played soccer with at UMass Dartmouth. Their remarks were cited in the media very early in the investigation, but have since have disappeared. Not the post blast accomplices. The Arabic Muslims he played soccer with, they were trying to do two things: get him to behave a s good Muslim and not a partying drug fan; and talk him out of any jihadist version of Islam, a version he was spouting to them. 

In other words, the younger brother certainly did show signs of spouting jihadists talking points well before the bombing.

There are very suspicious sides to the whole incident. But they clearly did the bombing, and were proud of it. The older might have been recruited as a CIA accomplice, and then turned either into a sincere Chechyan rebel or  they might have been seduced into extremism by Russian agent hired to turn American public opinion against Chechyans and get the CIA to back off their interference in the region.

To me, if the brothers were put up to what they did, the more likely suspect would be the Russian secret services and the mysterious Misha could have been working for the Russian secret service to radicalize the older brother and mother.

But we will never know. We can know with great assurance that the two brothers did the bombing, aided or not aided.
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@JohnMc888You are an ignorant person. Soviet agents penetrated fascists circles by posing as arch-fascists. 
"But they clearly did the bombing, and were proud of it."
Rubbish. 
"We can know with great assurance that the two brothers did the bombing, aided or not aided."
Prove it - or shut up. 
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DrS· 36 weeks ago
This should come as no surprise. 

The FBI and the CIA have often infiltrated groups and exploited them. 

The 'sting' operation is to show just how effective they are in protecting the safety and security of the American people. It is a black ops situation. 

No one is safe when he/she give up his/her civil rights.
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deleted5958716· 36 weeks ago
Strategy of tension is the magic formula as old as the stone age. 

The shaman would warn his tribe of the impending calamity which only he, by virtue of his divine powers, could avert. Our modern sorcerers are no different from these magicians of olden times. 

Deception and lying as valid political means were condoned by none another than Plato himself, the patron saint of all seekers of the Truth: 

"Then if any one at all is to have the privilege of lying, the rulers of the State should be the persons; and they, in their dealings either with enemies or with their own citizens, may be allowed to lie for the public good. But nobody else should meddle with anything of the kind; and although the rulers have this privilege, for a private man to lie to them in return is to be deemed a more heinous fault than for the patient or the pupil of a gymnasium not to speak the truth about his own bodily illnesses to the physician or to the trainer, or for a sailor not to tell the captain what is happening about the ship and the rest of the crew, and how things are going with himself or his fellow sailors." 

(Republic) 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Strategy_of_tension
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ICU· 36 weeks ago
Satire only: 

THIS IS CZN BREAKING NEWS. 

Hello. I'm Wolf Splitzer. Our award winning news team is currently on top of this breaking news out of Long Branch, Oregon. Here's our ace reporter, Anderson Blooper. “Thanks Wolf. The FBI, working jointly with the CIA, have announced the arrest of two high school teenagers at a science fair at their high school. The two students, with Muslim-sounding names, at Stings R Us Regional High School, were caught mixing chemicals which one science fair attendee, Marvin Moshe Fiickleberger, claimed smelled like a dead skunk in the middle of the road, and therefore, undoubtedly constituted a grave threat to the entire International Community, i.e. the U.S. and Israel. He immediately called the FBI/CIA, who responded very quickly with 30 APCs, 14 Abrams tanks, 4,000 militarized police officers, 2 billion dum-dum bullets, 100 armed drones, the entire Oregon National Guard, and 2 aircraft carrier battle groups off the Oregon coast. CIA Director, Robert Mugger, stated that he sent the minimum amount of firepower required to subdue the two terrorist teens, but had there been 4 or 5 teenagers, he likely would have had to send the entire U.S. Military. The two teens were quickly handcuffed and carted off to face terrorism charges at a later date. The baking soda and lemon juice the teens were using in their experiment was seized by FBI Special Agents and will undergo advanced chemical analysis at the central lab. Marvin Moshe Fiickleberger, who placed the call to 911, was praised by the FBI as a “true American hero”. He will also be honored at the next AIPAC General Meeting”. Referring to Fiickleberger, Director Mugger is reported to have said, “Any American that squeals on another American is OK in my books”. 

This CZN breaking news bulletin will persist for the next 17 weeks, or until the FBI/CIA complete another successful sting operation, thus breaking up another terrorist attack on our beloved homeland by depraved teens with Muslim-sounding names. In any case, stick with CZN as events unfold. Remember. If it's news you're after....... g o o d l u c k.
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Mark· 36 weeks ago
The older brother may have had some c onnection to the intelligence agencies but it is highly unlikely that either was involved in the Boston bombing, which appeared to be a false flag operation. the brothers appear to be patsies. 

It shoud be remembered that Oswald also had intelligence connections and was on the FBI payroll at the time he was set up. The intelligence agencies murder their own assets, if necessary. there is a video of the younger brother leaving the bombing scence while carrying the backpack that he was supposed to have left their as a bomb.
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we pigs can fly· 36 weeks ago
=Craft International, in particular, which was founded n 2009 by the late US Navy SEAL unit member Chris Kyle= 

The man who was recently killed by a "lone nut" on a shooting range. Whatever happened with that? The shooter was supposedly an ex-soldier with "mental problems", but I don't remember a motive for the shooting being in the news. I thought Kyle's murder was strange and pointless at the time, but with Craft International being involved in the Boston Marathon falseflag, maybe it was connected to this bombing. I wonder if Kyle's killer had his own "Uncle Ruslan" helping out in the shadows? Was Kyle in the way somehow of plans for the future use of Craft or was he just no longer needed and an example of tidying up loose ends?
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Joe F.· 36 weeks ago
This is an excellent article that asks all the right questions. Readers may follow new developments to the Boston incident at Boiling Frogs Post: 
http://www.boilingfrogspost.com/
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Tom Anocu· 36 weeks ago
Great work Dave Lindorff. As usual EXCELLENT !! 
Shame on MSM, puppets for the Ministry of Truth.
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Pal Joey· 36 weeks ago
It's a FIRST for Dave Lindorff, this sort of open inquiry that isn't aiming to protect Obama, the Democrats, or "progressive" themes. 

I'm actually surprised he doesn't go to extensive lengths to blame an Evil Rethuglican, or to try to pin this on Bush/Cheney. 

The main problem is that this entire "terror" operation was CREATED BY Uncle Sam's stooges, not "assisted by" or some other indirect thing. 

Dave's not comfortable going that far, I guess. 

He's old, maybe that's why.
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pedro· 36 weeks ago
I am old, but it seemed obvious to me from the second or third day. When they said Chechenians (made up spelling) Those were our guys blowing up stuff in Russia. Just like the Al Kayduh were blowing up stuff in Afghanistan against the Russians. There is room for Lindorff's suggestion that this was pure blowback, but I do not think that was the actual situation. Who knows? Who really cares? 

The Security State Industries Inc. wants to sell CCTV (cameras and wiring, etc) to every city and town in the USA, and all politicians in the USA gain from a cowed electorate. Eventually we will all be wearing name tags. 

My point is that it does not matter very much, the hows and whys of these incidents. What matters is the way in which our government responds. We could make a better world if we socialized the war and security industries. Are they vital to our security? Yeah, Okay, so nobody makes a profit. Folks, we have a for profit company running prisons that is listed on the stock market. That is the most evil thing I can imagine. Would we not desire to have empty prisons? It is the same with Trident Subs and F-39's. We cannot allow these instruments of war to be profitable. We cannot allow war to feed the bank accounts of anyone. Nor healthcare. 

I always get back somehow to the absolute insanity of capitalism. A system based on the extraction of natural resources. Capitalism is the reason that 97% of the redwood forest was logged in 100 years. Capitalism is why my local school district built a10 million dollar building of ten classrooms, but somehow forgot to include bathrooms in the building. Add on profit for the various thieves. Marx was no better. His economic philosphy also relied on extraction. 

Sustained human existence is no one's ideal, but we do live on a finite world.
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Why Such Secrecy about Private Military Contractor’s Men Working the Event?
Thu, 04/25/2013 - 13:09
Craft International Services hired guns at the Boston Marathon:
by: 
 Dave Lindorff
 
Speaking as an investigative reporter with almost 40 years’s experience, I can say that when government officials won’t talk, they’re generally hiding something embarrassing or worse.
[bookmark: _GoBack]I tried, and nobody will talk about those Craft International Services private security personnel who were widely observed and photographed near the finish line of the Boston Marathon, wearing security ear-pieces, hats and T-shirts bearing the company’s skull logo, and all wearing the same dark coats, khaki pants and combat boots, some carrying what appear to have been radiation detectors. (I got no hard answers, though there were some inadvertent hints given.)
I first contacted a man identifying himself as Jack Fleming, a public affairs person with the Boston Athletic Assn., sponsor of the marathon. Fleming advised me that “If you want to ask about that you should contact the Commonwealth (of Massachusetts) Executive Office of Public Safety.”
I called that agency and spoke with the public information office there, a man named Terrell. He first said, "Did you call the Marathon organizers?" When I replied that I had, and that they had said to call his office, he replied, "They did?" Then he said, “You should call the City of Boston Police Department. They released a security plan to some media organizations.”
Indeed they had released that plan to the Boston Globe. Based upon the information it got from the police the article the Globe ran[1], did report that the Police had deployed “air patrols, K9 units, and more than 1,000 uniformed officers and soldiers along the 26-mile course and the finish line,” but it made no mention of the private contracting of soldiers-for-hire, which is what Craft International does (see the Craft website [2]). News agency Reuters [3] reported, meanwhile, that a top official for the Massachusetts state Homeland Security Department, Undersecretary Kurt Schwartz, told a group at Harvard U. that his agency had “planned” for a possible bombing attack on the marathon, even running a “table-top” exercise about such an event a week before the race.
I called the Boston Police to ask if they had hired the Craft International personnel who were observed at the scene just before and after the bombing, and was told by the public affairs office there that “Anything having to do with the investigation of the bombing would have to be referred to the FBI Boston Division office.” When I pointed out that I wasn’t asking anything about the investigation, but was simply asking who had hired the security personnel from Craft International, the answer was simply repeated: “You’ll have to ask the FBI.”
So I called the FBI, and got a public affairs person there named Amanda Cox. Her initial response to my question was, “I do not have any information on that.”
[image: Seven apparent Craft International rent-a-soldiers behind and departing (top rt. with backpack) a communications van]Seven apparent Craft International rent-a-soldiers behind and departing (top rt. with backpack) a communications van
 
I then said I had been referred to her by the Boston Police Department, and said that photos of the scene after the bombing had shown Craft International personnel conversing with FBI agents. She then put down the phone, and I could hear her turn to a supervisor and ask, her voice muffled, “This guy’s asking about the Craft Security Consultants -- who hired them and what they were doing.”
I next overheard the muffled voice of another woman to whom she had been speaking reply, “I think you could safely say, ‘I do know we worked with a lot of people who worked on security at the marathon...’” After that I couldn’t make out what was being said.
Cox later returned to the phone, and instead told me, “I’d refer you to the company on any information about who hired them.” (Taken together the overheard conversation and the official answer from Cox would at least seem to confirm that Craft's people were hired for the event, and that the FBI knows a lot more than it is willing to say about them.)
My next step was to call Craft International. The company has no phone number listed on its website -- just a general email address of info@thecraft.com [4] (to which I wrote to asking for information, but which elicited no response)--but I found one listed for their headquarters office at 2101 Cedar Springs Rd., Suite 1400, Dallas, TX, in a listing on the company published in a directory inBloomberg Businessweek, This entry noted that the company, in addition to “providing security, defense, and combat weapons training services for military, police, corporate and civilian clients in the US and internationally,” also “offers corporate and private and civilian training services...” The number, published in a business magazine, was clearly meant as a contact for potential customers to call.
A woman answered the phone brightly with the company's name. However, when I identified myself as a reporter, and said I was wondering if someone could tell me who had hired personnel from the firm to work at the Boston Marathon, she responded with a flummoxed: “Um, I um, don’t really have any information on that. I’m just an answering service.”
I replied, “Look, the number I called is listed as the number of the company’s corporate headquarters at 2101 Cedar Springs Road. You’re not an answering service.”
At that point she said, “Let me see who I can transfer you to.”
However, after a long pause, she was back, and said, “The answer I’ve been given is that you should go to the website, where there’s an email address you can write to with your question.”
I had already done that, I told her. She then said she couldn’t help me and hung up.
I also called the US Department of Homeland Security, but a women named Angela who answered the press office number for this public government agency (she refused to provide her last name despite being the public information office) said the DHS media office was “only taking inquiries sent in by email.” I sent in an inquiry asking if any unit of the DHS had hired Craft International to provide security at the Boston Marathon, but so far (note: two days later!) have received no response.
As things stand, since it's highly unlikely that Craft International, a private for-profit enterprise founded by the late ace Navy Seal sniper Chris Kyle, would have "hired" itself to police the Marathon gratis, it seems pretty clear that we had rent-a-special forces-soldier people, hired by some agency, at the scene of the bombing ahead of the bombing.
And we have no reporting on this in the mainstream corporate media.
Why? I have no answer to that.
I did write to Andrea Estes, the lead writer of the Globe’s piece on police security planning mentioned above, who is described in her bio on the Globe’s website staff page as an “investigative reporter specializing in government accountability.”
I called and left a message on her phone, and sent her an email, asking if she had looked into the Craft Security personnel, to see who hired them, what they were doing at the race finish line, and why they appeared be carrying radiation detectors. She has so far not responded to my request for information and assistance concerning anything she had done or learned about this, or whether she had looked into it at all.
Certainly there is a big accountability question. A bunch of them actually. Here are a few:
* If Craft International people were hired, who hired them and why?
* If it was the Boston Police or the FBI that hired them, why won’t they just say so? Simply hiring outside security help should not be a secret, and could in no way affect the investigation into the bombing and the captured suspect, Dzhokhar Tsarnaev, so why the secrecy about that? Given all the police presence, and the size of the FBI's Boston division, why did they need those extra guys from a private rent-a-soldier firm?
* If it was not the Boston Police or the FBI, what agency did hire the company, and why?
* If it was the state’s Homeland Security Dept. or or the state Executive Office of Public Safety, or perhaps more likely, the US Department of Homeland Security, did they notify the FBI that they had done so, and tell the agency what had prompted them to do this?  
* The big overarching question when it comes to who hired Craft International is, what possible gain in security could have been achieved by adding what appears to be seven guys (or perhaps a few more who didn’t appear in photos) from a private security firm when the Boston Police had in place over 1000 armed security people from their office and the National Guard, and when, as became evident immediately after the bombs went off, a large number of FBI personnel were also on hand?
Unless, of course, the Craft Security people were aware of something that we, the public, including the race participants and spectators, and perhaps even the police and FBI, were not aware of.
Transparency is critical to accountability. At this point, it is clear that we have had a massive failure of the national security state. Despite the fact that the FBI was aware of concerns about Tarmelan Tsarnaev, and the fact that the CIA had him on a watch list, he appears to have been able to work on line to learn how to build a powerful homemade bomb, to obtain the materials, including a substantial quantity of black powder, to build a number of them, and, allegedly with the help of his younger brother Dzhokhar, to place them near the finish line and detonate two of them, killing three people and injuring as many as 200. That’s a huge intelligence fail.
It would be an even bigger fail if it turns out that some agency had awareness of a credible threat and that it hired Craft International personnel to prevent it. We clearly need to know, and have a right to demand to know, who hired those men and why. After all, at a minimum, on the face of things, they did an abysmal job of preventing a bombing right in front of their supposedly well-trained noses.
And of course there is also another question, which is really disturbing: The image of the exploded backpack released by the FBI and identified as the remains of the pack that was carrying one of the two pressure-cooker bombs, prominently displays a white square on a black background. This is not a doctored photograph; it’s the photograph that was released by the FBI. There are also at least two photos depicting one of the Craft International men who is wearing a black backpack identical to several of the other Craft International personnel. The same white square is also visible on the top of his pack.
There does not appear to be any such white marking -- square or otherwise -- on the top of the black backpack worn by Tarmelan Tsarnaev, as observed in several security photos taken of him (Dzhokhar Tsarnaev was shown carrying a smaller white or light-colored pack, slung over one shoulder). Check out the images below of Tarmelan, the exploded bag and the Craft International character:
[image: FBI image of exploded pack with white square, white square on Craft guy&#039;s pack, and Tamerlan Tsarnaev  with pack (no white mark)]FBI image of exploded pack with white square, white square on Craft guy's pack, and Tamerlan Tsarnaev (left.) with pack but clearly no white square marking
 
I am not drawing any conclusions from any of this, but I will say that when government agencies at all levels and a private contracting firm are all this obtuse and secretive (and in some cases even deceptive) about what should be a simple question -- who hired these men? -- my suspicions are aroused.
Somebody’s clearly hiding something.
And by the way, why aren't the mainstream media asking about this? Are corporate media journalists so intimidated about being labeled “conspiracy nuts” that they can't do their jobs? At a minimum, this goes to the question of accountability. It also goes to the question of inter-agency communication or lack of it. And given what we know about how many times the FBI has been an active encourager and enabler of terror plots [5] which it later thwarts and claims credit for preventing, there’s the question, too of potential official culpability. Furthermore, when an horrific incident like this is used to justify such new threats to our Constitutional freedom as an unprecedented martial law-style lockdown of an entire 1-million-person metropolitan area and a precedent-setting deliberately Miranda-free, attorney-free interrogation of a hospitalized, gravely wounded and sedated suspect, it is critical that the whole story be told, not just the official one.
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